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it is admitted that the North Furopean counties must adapt themselves to the 
situation created by the fact that Russia has becone the atrongeat power in 
Europe as a result of the late war. | 


One result has besn the change that has taken place in the mestings of the mim. 
isters of foreign affaina of the northern countries. ‘the Finaish represantatives 
no lenger attend. The meetings are now Limited to the exchenga of general opine 
long and are no jonyer followed by political and economic agreements. Kogeow 

ig extremely suspicious amd has made it clear thet no political agreements be-~ 
‘ween the Scandinavian countries will be tolerated, 


Relations are extremely circumspect between Norway and Russie, ‘The Hoscow 
Gowexment has sounded out Oslo in regard to leasing of Spitsbergen and cone 
ceming the coal mines belénging to Norway, as well as about leaging a port in 


| Finmuuark. The Norwegian Governacnt replied that 1% would agree to lease the 


gaction oF Spitsbergen belonging to Nerway and to the exploitation of coal mines 
on ibis lelend. However, Norway is not willing to surrender a port in the Arce 
tic or on the Atlantic to the USSR. Bscause of a special agreement with Sweden, 
Norway is obliged to keep Narvik open for the exportation of Swedish ore fron 
iene. 


Relations between Sweden and Russia are more complicated. There have been argu= 
mente regarding the Swedish tradition of granting the right of fres asylun. 
Swedish economic leaders fear that en attempt is being made to place Sweden's 
economy under Russian influence by means of far-reaching trade agreements. They 
fear algo that Rusolea will, no longer need Swedish supplies when her industry has 
been re-catablished, and that the marketa of Britain and the U.S.A. will be lost 
in the meantime. Russia has offered to buy the entire production of the Kiruna 
ivon mines which was formerly exported to Germany. 


Stockholm ia convinced, however, that Russia will not attempt to impede Swedish 


navigation In the Baltic. In this regard, it is reassuring to noje that Russia 
has evacuated Bornholm and haa not demanded the surrender of the fiend Islands, 
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